PP Lets read Neh 2:18
PP How is the rebuilding of the temple wall relevant for us as a church here in Salisford today?

  We’ll see later but first let me look at the context

PP Nehemiah context
 Israel disobedient to God in 610 finally given over by God to their enemies and Neb captrues the city destroying the temple and breaking down and burning the walls

But Jer prophesies a return in 70yrs and sure enough in yr 1 of Cyrus king of Persia and editc is written allowing Jews to go home and rebuild the temple and city

Sadly only a small number go – integrated in Babylon – Lesson 1 – we need to live in the world but not be of the world. Are we also so settled in the world that when God opens a door for His Kingdom work we don’t want to leave our comfortable lives and serve

Lesson 2 – a word for someone – chance of early retirement to serve God in some capacity for His kingdom building but you are unsure about the cost

From the time of the first return to completion of temple and Wall was around 90 yrs with various hindrances by the enemy and loss of dedication of the believers being the reasons for the delay- when they did set their mind to work it took just 52 days to build the wall! Again a lesson for us 

The books in OT primarily occupied with the building of the temple and wall are Ezra, Haggai Zechariah and Nehemiah – the first 3 for the temple and Neh for the wall
The work of the rebuilding of the temple we see in Ezra with Zerubabbel and Jesua responsible for the construction and Haggai and Zechariah being the prophets that exhorted the builders

Zech largely through encouragement Hag largely through rebuke. 

How do you feel about being rebuked by your leaders or even another believer – I see little of this in churches in the West – we like to be comforted but not rebuked – e.g. me healing – any sin you are in?

Lesson 3 Me when rebuked – a bit hurt maybe not spoken well but hurt because I am working on this and need further work – Godly grief which leads to repentance – but when angry reaction – possible sign I am deeply in the sin and not dealing with it

PP How is the event of rebuilding the wall relevant to us

· Rom 15:4 – OT for our instruction
Teaching about God – illustrations of NT doctrine – grace David and Bath – Solomon is next son – allegories – e.g. Abr and Isac

· OT temple is allegory – 1 Cor 3;16

Thus for instance the priests did law and ritual This is a picture for us in the NT

· Royal priesthood 1 pet 2:9 – ministers of the spirit but the OT practices are a picture-  allegory

We are priests to one another in the church but also priests to the unsaved – e.g. 

· Middle men 

Ordinary Jew to priest with need he back with word of God – this is FRANKly – how to be priests to our F.R.A.N.K

What about Neh’s wall – how is this an allegory for us

· Rev 21:2

Bride is the church – 

· so the building of Jerusalem walls is a picture for us building the church 

PP What do we learn from bld of walls that we can employ here

PP  1)God has given you a specific part of Church to build

· Neh 3   groups for each section - 3m out of 7000 – 50m out of 40K
· Not random – assigned specifically by God – gifts
· Eph 4;16 – every part 

· Good works prepared before foundation of world Eph 2;10 – specific

· Find the vision thru prayer 

-where the stones are – e.g. drug addicts – God will manifest the gifts

PP 2) Stay focused on your commission

· Math 28 and Mark 16 – these are what we must be doing – 2/3 – 1/3 – Teaching – conformed to image of Christ

 – like him in holiness love and service
What was his service -  Jesus healed but didn’t come to eradicate sickness – fed hungry but didn’t come to eradicate poverty
· He came to lay the foundation of the church by dying – could have done other but stuck to his part of the church

· We must stay focused – Oswald Chambers His ministry – bld our section of the wall

 – help the poor etc but be careful of entanglement
· Took them 90 yrs to finish temple and wall because of entanglements

· Seek God for where the stones are

· Up to the mountains and get the wood hag 1:8

· Get a vision – ther gifts will manifest – e.g. drug addicts 
· Goats nearby flock - marginalized

· Burnt stones Neh 4:5– previous members – fallen away Christians form other denominations
PP NB
· No stones from other sections 

– no sheep stealing

· Leaders of a section didn’t tell another section how to do it
-don’t copy another church’s vision – use tools

PP 3) There’ll be attacks on the work

-chapters 2-6 showing lots of different kinds of things – worth studying over a series

· Mocking weaknesses Neh 4;2 – if even a fox goes ….

-e.g. Ion from Const – Eccl 4:9-12 2 keep each other

-can come from fellow believers

* Anger from devil Neh 4:8

-govt body opposes or someone from worldly lobby or disgruntled former member

-Neh 4:16-18 speaks of our need for continuous prayer going up

* Compromise from with the world Ezr 4:2,3
-worldly values ( gay priests ) – management methods – other religions offer to work with us

PP 4) Other points

· Neh 3:8  - perfumers made repairs….
· I’m perfumer – Construction is not my gift 

-Not all are front line evangelists

- Priest to our FRANKs

* Neh 3:5 next to them Tekoites – nobles didn’t put shoulder

-some consider themselves above this –or too busy with work

-don’t even give money -may the Lord rebuke you if this is you

PP Conclusion
· Is this the Word of Lord for you as an individual today and us as a church
· If it is then…
· Are you actively involved in this church’s commission for bld it’s section of the wall?

This commission is what the church and you as an individual are still on the earth for

If you give your life to things that are not kingdom bld then they are hay and stubble – you’ll have nothing in the afterlife

· or never saw that you have specific ministry in this work as per Eph 4:16
· or you knew this once but have gotten yourself entangled in other things
-some just plain worldly ( or even sinful ) but some that look spiritual but are a deflection

      *  remember it’s nto random wither for the church or for you – Eph 2:10
      * Will you wholeheartedly  commit yourself today to serving with this church
